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JESSE PITTMAN
SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR 1ST CLASS
(SEAL)
APRIL 20, 1984-AUGUST 6, 2011

Military Timeline:
Jesse enlisted in the U.S. Navy on March 17, 2005,
and went on active duty to begin basic training
on August 17, 2005. He completed basic training

About:
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Fort Meade, Maryland, from October 2005 to

physical labor was valued more highly than
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training at NAB Coronado, California, from March

hand that would heat his family’s home

to September 2006, followed by Jump School at

throughout the year. He shared a love for hot-rods

Fort Benning, Georgia, in October 2007, and

with his father and older brother, who described

finally Naval Special Warfare Advanced (SEAL
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Qualification) training from November 2006 to
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Jesse was a Platoon Team Member and Afghan
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Partnering Unit Team Leader for a Joint Task
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Force in support of Operation Enduring Freedom

being a leader on his fire crew and having a good
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strong swimmer. After he enlisted, he asked his
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of Defense.

"On our first day…Jesse got in the pool and started
to dog paddle. I told him, 'You might have made

After high school, Jesse battled wildfires in the

a mistake. Maybe you should see if you can get

rugged mountains of Northern California. As an

out of this thing,'" Hunter said.

elite Navy SEAL, he went on nighttime raids in
Afghanistan, missions both dangerous and top
secret. The Pittman family, and everyone who
knew him, remembers him as a hero and a
wonderful person. Jesse is buried at Fort
Rosecrans National Cemetery in San Diego,
California.
“He embodied the part of the SEAL creed that
said SEALs are common men with an uncommon
desire to succeed." -Jesse’s father

Sources:
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/oct/09/local/la-me-jessepittman-20111009
http://ftebrand.com/imnohero-jesse-d-pittman-pettyofficer-first-class-seal-u-s-navy/

NICHOLAS SPEHAR
SPECIAL WARFARE OPERATOR 2ND CLASS
(SEAL)
OCTOBER 19, 1986-AUGUST 6, 2011
About:
Nick grew up in Chisago City, Minnesota, a small
town of about 4,700 people. Just like the rest of
his family, he was known as a down-to-earth, nice,
everyday, salt-of-the-earth kind of person. He
played football and baseball for Chisago Lakes,
starred on the swimming team and was an
academic letter winner. He was a big kid, a
powerlifter, who was not as soft spoken as his
brothers. Ultimately, Nick was the type of guy that
if he said he was going to do something, he did it.
Legacy:
Even if you don’t know Nick Spehar, if you drive
on Interstate 694 or 35E in the northeastern
metro area of Minneapolis, you know his work.
The 24-year-old was a welder and construction
worker on the crew that "unwove the Weave," the
notorious intersection of two freeways in the St.
Paul suburbs.
What Nick really wanted to do, though, was
defend his country; a yearning he'd felt since he'd
watched the attacks on the World Trade Center in
2001. The Spehars are a Navy family, and Nick
wanted to be a SEAL—the best of the best.

Military timeline:
Nick enlisted in the U.S. Navy on August 25, 2006,
and went on active duty to begin basic training
on March 15, 2007. He completed basic training at
NTC Great Lakes, Illinois, in June 2007, and then
attended Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL
training at NAB Coronado, California, from June
2007 to February 2008. Next, he attended Naval
Special Warfare Advanced (SEAL Qualification)
Training at NAB Coronado and at Kodiak, Alaska,
from February to August 2008, followed by service
with SEAL Team FIVE at NAB Coronado in
September 2008.
Military Achievements:
Nick’s decorations include Army Commendation
Medal, two Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medals, National Defense Service Medal, Iraq
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon, Rifle Marksmanship Medal
and Pistol Marksmanship Medal. He earned the
coveted position of Honor Man in both Naval
Special Warfare Lead Breacher and Naval Special
Warfare Sniper School.
During his time, Petty Officer Spehar deployed in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and to
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom multiple times. He was part of a
secretive and elite special operations team.
Nicholas was a leader by example, a tireless
worker, and an elite warrior. He led his life with
dedication and integrity. His deep love and his
devotion to his family were unparalleled. Nicholas
had a deep Catholic faith, and he is buried at Fort
Snelling National Cemetery in Minneapolis,
Minnesota.
"His 'yes' meant 'yes,' and his 'no' meant 'no," said
his father. "If you found yourself in a jam, or
needed help—getting out of a snowbank, financial
difficulty, or physical danger—he was the man you
wanted with you.”

Sources:
http://ftebrand.com/todays-badass-nicholas-p-speharpetty-officer-second-class-seal-u-s-navy/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2011/08/11/minnesotaseals-identified
https://thefallen.militarytimes.com/navy-special-warfareoperator-petty-officer-2nd-class-seal-nicholas-pspehar/6567927

